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INTRODUCTION

This paper examines the development of Jamaica College from the will of Charles Drax in 1721, to
the present. The first two chapters explore the failure of the executors to promptly implement
Drax’s wishes and the college’s early development from its establishment by the Act of 1802, to the
late nineteenth century.

The work of the new School’s Commission in the reorganization of the Drax Free School as the
Jamaica Free School, the impact of the relocation of the school to Hope in St. Andrew, and the
CHA@mBRs1role in the development of early tertiary education are examined.

Over the years various events and traditions have contributed to the college’s history. Boarding,
social prejudice, the first magazine and a headmaster’s attempt to make short pants and long socks
the uniform are all chronicled. The school’s early elitism, a reflection of a colonial society, and the
A transf&ftfon to meritocracy, a reflection of modern Jamaican society, are issues which are
STAfREussed and analysed.
Jamaica College
owekiigllyrigilodk at Jamaica College’s contribution to the society in real terms. The work of famous
Chatles pEisppalifies and their role in Jamaica’s development, a profile of five old boys in different
pIarﬁ@PeWHB”%QBd areas of life concludes this account of the history of this illustrious institution.

made Jamaica his
home. In his will

of CHAPRZERrex
bequeathed
ShehoSHAKRNOBEART

on his estate in St.

Anrarpaiga ¢RrHege owes its origin to Charles Drax, a planter who made Jamaica his home. In his will

as gf ﬁ%glsa{ bequeathed Shelton, a house on his estate in St. Ann, to be used for the education of
éjght oot pboys and four poor girls, who were inhabitants of the parish of St. Ann. Should any

for 48fick @qsi/se, these were to be offset by charges to his other estates.

of eight poor boys

and Thostudep@®twere to be instructed in reading, writing and arithmetic, and in the principles and

girlsloaitioe aféhe Anglican Church. Provisions were made for the clothing of the children; boys were

inhdBifseuRRligeheach year with 6 shirts, 4 warm waistcoats, 4 pairs of breeches, 6 pairs of hose,(sic) 4

pariEﬁiB%%.S*}Qﬁﬁ.and 2 hats; girls would be similarly provided for.

Should ‘any
defiVidl8es0pRdNight assume that the intended students, although poor, would almost certainly be
thesWhiterdhege fs.a section of the will which invalidates this assumption; it reads as follows:

offset by charges o . ) .
“ME( yill and mind is that my slave Robinson be admitted into the free school... and

on his .
estates. be brought up and placed out as one of them ...” [1]

Thel-slﬁygg\r/] L V;[I%?ebequest of Charles Drax was not acted upon until 1791, some 70 years later, when a
to bEFRRIALERSy Y¥as established by the House of Assembly to enquire into the state of the Free Schools
readingd,thewiiitiagces The Committee found that the charitable wishes of Charles Drax, "has never been
ang carrbgﬂhmetﬁfgect, notwithstanding his estate being very sufficient for this purpose.” [2]

an in

822 :é;(e er tl‘?t(%Qime of Drax's will and the creation of the House Comnmittee, it is clear that some
Ang‘if'&frptieﬂu‘?‘EFf fraud had occurred. Boyd Alexander, in a biography of William Beckford intimated

Provisibas weiesult of the dishonesty of Beckford's ancestors and others, the Drax foundation never
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matmaterialised and the endowment simply disappeared.[3]

and the

endduviretuary 1799, legal action was taken on behalf of of the parish of St. Ann against William

simgckford, who by then owned the Drax Hall plantation. Mr. George Ricketts, Attorney General,

disafipmar@dujBjin the Court of Chancery against Beckford.[4] He said that under various “frivolous
and unjust pretences,” William Beckford refused to cooperate with the Vestry of St. Ann or anyone
who had sought to execute the wishes of Charles Drax. [5]

In Rdbanaviiile7eke Vestry of St. Ann had been using other means to realize Charles Drax’s wishes. In
legal 79Ztiohe yassh had petitioned the House of Assembly asking that Jamaica’s representative in
takenamudehatfeofWilliam Beckford a compromise concerning the claims which the parish had made
the apairst hafn. SThe House rejected the petition.[6] The Vestry however, had succeeded in getting a a
Anrbill passegiimsDecember 1797, which called for a tax on the inhabitants of St. Ann to recover certain
Wilbhanitable donations. The new law, called for a tax of nine pence per head on Negroes and three
Beckéoad, péoisad on stock, but property of William Beckford was exempted from the tax. [7]
therAltwngtl athebsentee planter, the extent and reach of Beckford’s power was clear.

Drax Hall

plaritziiem.in 1808, a law was passed which exonerated William Beckford from all claims and demands
GeorfieheRietpeetst, of Charles Drax, provided he pay the sum of £11,200 in Jamaican currency. If these
Attdineds Gemeralifficient to run the school, £520 could be drawn from the parish’s parochial taxes to
fileanaksuibdrdififierence.

Court of the

Chamberypildgaingth sought to put an end to all litigation concerning Charles Drax’s bequest gave
BecBemidfofd] fade months to commence to make good this payment. Failure to do so would result in
saidthetiarisifeng able to prosecute Beckford immediately after he defaulted. [8]

various,

"frivolous and

unjust pretences,"”

Wil GanABé&RoFVO

refuRLY DENJELOPMENT 1802 - 1879

cooperate with

the Wntagt of §802 established the Drax Free School.[9] It was to be run by a corporate body of
AnnTrléﬁte%ggﬂgstmg of the President of the Council of the Island, the Speaker of the House, the
whdCHsd Jggg@ﬁt the Custos of St. Ann, the St. Ann Deputies, three senior magistrates of St. Ann,
to thgcRsgtorsgpd Church Wardens of St. Ann and three freeholders annually elected from St.

Wishaégrbf Charles

Dra}f’fltss]school was established with the expressed intention of executing the wishes of Charles
Medd Dr. ild Its fll’ﬁt pupils were to be eight poor boys and four poor girls from St. Ann. This is the
Vesi ltrg(% rIs were ever mentioned in connection with the school; it is not even known whether
Péls were allowed to take their place when the school opened. The fact that the bequest only
Othecame "o rutgon 76 years later precluded Drax's slave Robinson from benefiting. Neither the
,&ct ‘%ﬁ 0y rustee made any attempt to include any slaves from Drax Hall in 1802 in order to

Draﬁ;if\l)!} lIS e orfeélnal wishes of Drax

179?n 1%6'0(?; r%chool moved to Walton near Moneague, in St. Ann, which was purchased for

ga:u%)g% ghe site at Walton impressed those concerned particularly with its good
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conaoonmicitioation and cool climate. The Trustees had this to say: -

This charming spot combines many natural advantages; its picturesque scenery,
in the heart of an abundant country, and the happy disposition of the
surrounding lands, are enchanting; the climate is pure and temperate, and the
concurrent testimony of men of professional eminence has proclaimed the
salubrity of the whole district. [10]

However, despite this glowing tribute to the Walton property, this was only the first of several
moves made as the school grew.

In 1807, and with the approval of the Trustees, a law was passed (Act 48 Geo Ill Chap. 25),
placing Walton Pen and existing monies (£6,500) in the charge of a new Trust whose
composition was similar to the old one. The school was renamed the Jamaica Free School.

From here on, until 1879, documented information on the school is extremely limited. The

Jamaica Almanac, one of the few contemporaneous sources available, does however mention

the school. It lists the trustees, headmaster, treasurer and clerk to the trustees. The positions of
comheutricgtiem which are also given, show that the private members of the Trust were outstanding
gooditizens, such as clergymen or titled gentlemen.

ccommmmmmm
imcEbmmlmanas of 1810 lists Rev. Greg Ledwich as the Headmaster. Between 1801 and 1832 the

on school had five headmasters, all ministers of religion. The school itself is not mentioned again in
comhsuAicagitae until 1855. The longest serving headmaster in this period was Rev. John Leslie Mais
andvebe Ihelivikat, post from 1862 to 1883, when the school was reorganized by the Jamaica Schools

TheCPrstéss athd
this to say:-

The committee which managed the establishment of the school, recommended that: all headmasters
Thishoutth&eniregnbers of the Anglican clergy and graduates of British universities; other masters also
spotkonidimesnembers of the established church; and the school was to comply with strict adherence to

the pattern of public education in Britain. [11]

T

CHAPTER THREE
_T_HECSMOVE TO ST. ANDREW

In 1§79, the administration of Sir Anthony Musgrave, sought to reform or properly establish a
secopdary education system in the island. Law 34 of 1879 established the Jamaica Schools
Cormmission. This body, a corporate one was to be responsible for the administration of secondary

edudation throughout the entire island.
n

Prevbus to this, the main thrust for education had come from various churches. In addition several
schodls had been started and sponsored by private individuals, the Munro and Dickenson Trust is
one Example.

0

Und%r Law 34, the property and funds of the Walton Free School in St Ann were to be placed in the
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hantiendsoéf ththdamaica Schools Commission. Provision was made in the law for the re-organising
Jamafdie stsdito provide a liberal education, open to all denominations. It also removed the Trustees,
ComnslstignCommission responsible for the school’s administration. The law, erroneously called the
Providienl the'yyglton Free School”, however this was amended by Law 13 of 1883.

made in the law

for Theyzommigsion was given authority to appoint and pay all masters, admit and remove pupils,
org qu cho[ln@ccounts, and inspect the school once per month. However, Blue Books from the
SchBSf'?(g B?X\%aé the school was not inspected between 1880 and 1892.

libera

The Jamaica lFree School was the first school to be re-organized by the new Jamaica Schools

d U AhissRRENIn addition to regular scholars financed by the Drax Trust, the school received
to students froil other schools. The school formed the apex of the secondary system, a model from
denavhinhtédhethérs would be restructured.
also removed the
TruSteesCanmuntbsion in its Annual Report 1882-83 saw the need to move the school from Walton to a
Commoissiaritable location in Kingston. It is not known why the Commission chose St Andrew and not
respiaisibRiher f@rish, however nearby Kingston had recently (1872 ) become the capital and it had the
the largestspapulation concentration in the island, factors which must have influenced the decision. In
adnffditignoRecause it was the first school to be reorganized, perhaps the members of the Commission
Thigvanted it igpat Andrew within reach of close scrutiny. The decision was hastened by the fact that
errotoPuiAings at Walton had deteriorated to a state which rendered continued operation of the school
callteerg,difficsidi The cost to rebuild the school would have been just as much as starting afresh,

the "Walton Free
Schde sitparlested was lands at Hope in St. Andrew. The Commission had this to say on what turned

this QWh$CPSeRydeeal campus:-

by Law 13 of
1883. A portion of the Government Plantation at the Hope, four miles out of Kingston on

the Gordon Town Road, was granted to us for the purpose by the Government. The
The Comnﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁon is elevated and healthy, with a good soil and is close to the reservoir from

Was Kingston is supplied with water.[12]

hﬁﬁ'fftysch ol Was transferred to Hope from Walton on February 1, 1883. While new buildings were

app%elqg erecéggf the school was housed in the Barbican Great House leased at one hundred pounds per
ontract for the erection of the buildings was advertised in the press and a Mr. W.

ph ing Wa cessful The construction cost £6,420. Architect Mr. George Messiter prepared the
sch(? nsaé/ggm Were approved by the Commissioners. When the school moved to Hope the Walton
and PTARSILY Was, sold by public auction from which £1,220 was realised. This sum became part of the

sch@é’l'lddﬂgefurbg§ with the rest of the money raised by loans.

month. Howevﬁh' ided dation for 50 boys, the head d his family, th d
Bluée oféﬁyrél k?ILB INgS provided accommo ation for 5 OyS,t e headmaster an IS Tami y,t e secon

gsters, matron and servants. The main building spoken of here is the Simms building,
of%?t Whlc’%ia present houses the staff rooms, administrative offices and the sixth form. It also

r
P 0 segfthe gdmasters residence right up until the late 60's, when a new cottage was built.

fun

Wa;

Sch&o II|1 the 950 s both the headmaster and deputy headmaster resided in houses at the western
end of tpe pBOperty

Annwere

placed maica’s in



Govemarnor Musgrave, whose administration started it all, showed a great deal of interest in the
Musgizal. @mdspril 16, 1883, Musgrave laid the foundation stone for the new buildings, shortly before
adnfinibefatiion island. In recognition of his contribution to the development of the school, a house was
startegediin hislhonour. N.B. anecdotally, the house was said to have been named in honour of Lady
showbdsgeavereat
deal of interest in

the Inscloodbrmidgy with the bequest of Charles Drax, the people of St. Ann continued to enjoy the
Aprrivige1@fad0 scholarships to the Jamaica High School, the latest name given to the school, the
MudQLKsB mldeﬁ.ﬁathan 100 years. Additionally, the Commission made a commitment that whenever,
f sghool pﬁges were to be filled, preference would be given to St Ann scholars provided that
OURAat et @?equired standard of education. [15]

for he  new

buildings, shortly

before he left the

islagdy ApTER FHUR
recognition of his

contyiiuiont A CBLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY EDUCATION IN JAMAICA -

the Tl SRREY ISHMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
of the school, a

houﬁgvfgn?aq%ggchools Commission was quite clear in its programme for the development of higher
N B ARRRAER Jamaica and was energetic and purposeful in it goals. Ten years after it began re-
Theorgarfi#ihgiReeondary education in the colony, it turned to the establishment of a University on the
wergrowtimplethd Jamaica High School.

in the summer of

188F heaodllleyesra degree granting institution affiliated to London University, was founded in 1890. It
opehegan byiththegovernment grant of £300 and three students, all male. The College was located in
Gowvaiate bugigings on the Jamaica High School campus. Its domestic amenities and financial
Herdy 208fmgRisnwere closely linked with that of the school; the masters of the school acted as

Julytetorged thereollege.[16] The Blue Book of the Island of Jamaica 1899-1900, decreed that neither
first'@MaBsts NRexpenditure could be separated from the high school. Both institutions fell under the

hel 898 ihgpiamaica Schools Commission

:); tPn"jlrl %ra éihcorrespondence, discussions, and interviews, the University of London agreed to hold
€ honolfF"&@Ninations in Jamaica for the intermediate and final B.A. Examinations, except in
ATCRASAEAR Languages. These concessions from the University Senate were never before granted to
SIM&Ay colony iA%he Empire.[17]
headmaster.  In
188braheasSehdylas 1884, the Jamaica Schools Commission had begun to lobby for the establishment
recedfe@n Agricudtural College at the School. After numerous proposals and counter proposals the
GovéPMRBRRaitaptill refused to entertain ideas of an agricultural college. Indeed in 1901, the Legislative
of Gl fecideed the grant to the Un_lver5|ty College.The Schools Commlssm_n (_:omplamed th_at the
wasdV, W%}L as out of touch and misunderstood '_[helr proposals. Thg C_:omrr_nssmn was ::}t pains to
the pm% n that the College was the only practical means-of obtaining higher education in the
col § give_r'1nthe exorbitant cost of educating Jamaicans overseas. To support its general objectives
PerRekRly A Yhat the three top schools in Jamaica sent their students to the University College. It
payaBla that thBefunds and staff of the Jamaica High School were responsible for the start and
Gowverintentinceof the college. The Commission noted that if the college were to be closed it would,
some £12,55l.

[14] **N.B.. linévitably necessitate the re-creation, at an early date, on more expensive lines,
7



0 of some educational machinery similar to that which it now proposed to
f destroy.[18]
S

0
Despiie its protests, in 1902, the Schools Commission was forced to propose that the school and the

collgge should be amalgamated and that the school should be called Jamaica College. This proposal
was @ccepted by the Government and a bill drafted which came into effect on May 17, 1902.This
decigjon ended an important chapter in the history of Jamaica College and of education in Jamaica.
(19u

c
Fortytyears later in 1945, the Irvine Commission proposed the establishment, or more correctly the

re-egtablishment of a university in the West Indies. This led to the birth of the University College of
the \West Indies, also affiliated to the University of London. A balustrade in the main library on the
U.Whl. Mona Campus is dedicated to Jamaica College and its role in the establishment of university
educgkion in Jamaica.
m
S ——
c
CHAPTER FIVE
JAMAICA COLLEGE OVER THE YEARS

n
Ovegthe years a number of important events and developments at Jamaica College have occurred
that pave been etched in the memory of all associated with the college. These incidents, together
Withx}he general growth and development of the school con tribute to the rich history of Jamaica
Collgge.

The ngtmaica High School Calendar of summer 1884, said that the “ ... arrangements were similar to
thosé of a good English school with only differences necessitated by the variance in climate.”

In 1896, there was an outbreak of typhoid at the school. Shortly before the summer holidays, two
boyd contracted the disease. After leaving school a master and three boys were attacked by the same
disegse. Medical and sanitation experts, while not identifying specific causes for the outbreak,
calldd for improvements which were made. The school reopened two weeks late because of the
impidvement works to the grounds. However six weeks later, another case; of typhoid was
disc@Vered which led to the school's further closure. Junior boys were sent home while senior boys
werddaccommodated in a house about three miles from the school. Further changes were made in
theirthbsence. [20]
ic

In Alpril 1904, history was created, when Jamaica College became the first school in Jamaica to
publish a magazine. It featured general articles, sporting events, as well as contributions from
citizens and friends of the college. It chronicled events and the development of the school. Its
contgnt' and editorial facilities were the. staff's responsibility with no visible input from the
studgnts, . The new magazine published terminally, was printed by The Gleaner Company.[21]

TheWhristmas issue of 1911 saw the first appearance of the new school crest and motto. The

Jamgica College design had five pineapples to represent Jamaica, a demi-dragon for Charles Drax

and g book for learning. The motto, “Fervet Opus in Campis™ - work is burning in the field - is of

localorigin.[22] Except for a break during the war years 1936-1941, the magazine, now an annual

still ‘survives. Editorial policy is now the prerogative of the students; members of the faculty
8



howeerver, supervise the students. N.B. The magazine was not published annually during the 1950s
sup@ikd960s. the
students.

The January earthquake of 1907 damaged the buildings at Hope. They were restored with a grant of
The£2,50034remrythe Legislative Council. The College reopened on March 18, 1907. Additional
carthyjilsi@gs weye erected in 1908, 1913 and 1922. The latter being the science laboratory, some
190¢lassrae@s ied a dormitory which apparently have since been destroyed. Miss Vita Dennis, long-
builskRg§lg memyper of the ancillary staff, says that a building, erected in 1972, which houses the
Hopeanguage pgpartment, the Library and biology laboratory is on the site of the old science
builkabgkatoryydiiee one erected in 1908 (as the Assembly Hall) was once the gymnasium, but at present
restbaupeSthartzof the geography department. It was badly damaged in a fire in 1983, but has since
grarfteepfregtoredd 23]
from the
legi$hativee 1918, the Jamaica College Memorial Chapel fund was started. The chapel was intended to
Courmihmemorgite the sacrifice made by the 17 old boys who died in the Great War. Their names were
collegscritempemed tablet at the western end of the building, while the east window is a replica of St
on DiMstglhts wiBdow at Canterbury Cathedral. The chapel was dedicated on November 11, 1924, on
190fhe AidehtigRahversary of the armistice, at a ceremony attended by Governor and Lady Wilson,
b“"ﬁ'i'éﬂ%_is, sWff%nd students of the college. In his address, the headmaster, Rev. William Cowper,
erectethitnetQRithout disclosing why, that he had given the governor his reasons for dedicating the

#?]tghaﬁ%ﬁdﬂ](ﬁ)ﬁg?unstan's name.
erecfstla poart@ig institution, Jamaica College has many tales of escapades, ragging, inherited from the
andEnglish RSRt¢c School) and various forms of protest. Boys it seemed, were always taking French
incligtat to pictheénangoes in a huge mango plantation opposite the school. Professor Gladstone Mills,
sciegeRlent at J.C. from 1931-38, said they would take their pillow cases and fill them up with
labatfdAgives SEMBA return to school. William Issacs, a student in the forties, said that in his time they
cIangpm% £ G¥ their pyjamas, filled them with mangoes and slung them over their shoulders, then
dormi{gred RP8%00l to have a feast.
of them have
app3;qutyid th8eMin National Hero Norman Manley’s day, (1906-12) raids were so well planned no one
destigysedaugMisslowever, later and possibly before that, boys were often caught. In fact, they were
Vitaometikdesrigested by the police who merely handed them over to the headmaster. They were, it
longsemangnly caned. Mr. Hugo Chambers, who was headmaster from 1946 to 1960, is reported to
merhbee saifd Wien punishing the boys, “I caned you not because you were stealing mangoes but
ancibioguse yetaffiere stupid enough to get caught.” Sometimes students targeted the plantation during
saygrickhbtiseasthie by deliberately hitting the ball over there; all the boys would go over searching for
builtiadalhoubitgypicking mangoes at the same time. However, Isaacs remarked that with 300 boys in
the frontiofrayiagjego plantation you were asking for trouble.
department, the
librdAmaica Cghlgge gained notoriety for its rather harsh initiation activities. Well known J.B.C.
biolBfRadcaster Dennis Hall, student at J.C. 1932-40, said in his day new boys had to prove their
Iabdf&‘tgi'i@s,abi“ty by kicking a pile of leaves. Running at top speed boys would kick the leaves and
whiBKimAage inyRatn because an iron spike was underneath. [24] Polishing faces, singing and pouring hot
in 1@97@}%%%%% first formers were other forms of initiation.
site of the old
sciehgre are too, other dark pages in our history. The administration of Mr William Cowper,
labdrgdsipasterygls - 33, was particularly infamous, though like all headmasters at the time, he was a
highly respected member of the community. Hall, who was at J. C. for the last year of his tenure,
9



descrébetibed thhghe school as being “a barbarous place.”[25] Mills says that Cowper was a sadist, who
schéaned degigryt possible moment; the boys were terrified of him. In fact, Professor Mills remembers
"hadgdeRy acquiring a a perpetual stammer as a result of Cowper’s terrorizing. Both hall and Mills

plackdF 5jhaMy|/f§en Reginald Murray (headmaster 1933-1941 came, things changed for the better.
sayf@ %BQF IVIV%S said it was as if a light came into the school.

a Sad'St Cvc\)/rnwall College, and was afterwards transferred to J.C. He left in 1946 to take up a

Cang%flﬁ% and English Public School.
possi moment

and-fapd8Ke WK mounted and among the casualties of this period is Prime Minister Michael Manley
terrifjag \0hs RiPelled in 1943. His expulsion could be seen as an extension of the struggle for
In fartepgerafesser Part of the reason for it was Michael's reaction to the Headmaster's comment,
MillsY aalmebaran nuisance, just like your father.” It is felt by some old boys that Hardie's behavior
one ibogteatedithegattitudes of the colonial authorities and their difficulty in accepting independence and
a initiawepbie@l native Jamaicans. [26]

stammer as a

resulihefrestvpejer event at Jamaica College was the problem with Harvey Ennever, headmaster (1960-
terrédyingho Baghalso a member of the J.B.C. (Jamaica Broadcasting Corporation) board. There was
Halcorwedn tititlthe school was becoming involved in politics and the J.B.C. strike. On sports day,
agrelatbt 4 vi8éd, cars with J.B.C. strikers passed through the school on three occasions. Earlier,
Reghi¥d. $tlideays had staged a demonstration in front of the school resulting in the placing of two
(hedbipeasadrConstables on duty there.

1933-1941),

cam@, grouptafrgjedents asked that Ennever quit the directorship at the J.B.C. as they felt that it was in

chasgedligowitiméis role as headmaster, and that he was involving the school in politics and exposing
betttie SPRofdsdor abuse from the strikers. The April 21st edition of the Gleaner reported that a
MilRlassr@oin was stoned and that Ennever had received threatening letters telling him to resign from
as theligBtCchorrd.
into the school.

The events surrounding the strike were not the only concerns expressed at the time. Garth Whyte,
In 164 oRegenstistlent leaders, says the headmaster's conservatism and Francophilic outlook (he had a
Mumrgghclefivifahdvere other factors, all of which came to a head in the strike. However according to
was\\eplagerthBYprotest they focused on Ennever's “relative absence from school”, Whyte and others
Willig@ jef#9"dfall and Peter Philips were instrumental in mobilizing the student population to

I—t|ar l%test Z‘ﬂm?n December 1964, Ennever resigned, to become the general manager of the J.B.C.
stra Iﬂbg Pnaster Hugo Chambers returned to act as headmaster for two terms until W H.
Schoo |n 0 ame

totally dlfferent
enviforkBBdt. bgaeding at Jamaica College was discontinued. The increased prices, and the school's

triednabalityHantgise fees without the Education Ministry's consent were cited as the reasons for the

the move. [@8jool,
perhaps seeking
to nmdiddate ih9BRs and early 70s saw a continuation of the student protest movement. Radical trends

imagentinaéd tammpact on the students at Jamaica College. Students published a pamphlet called the
EngtislirsehRolouth Move.” They distributed them on the campus, on buses, as well as in nearby
nea. The administration clearly viewed this with alarm and censored the pamphlet. Students'

o mpogm% '@ss % and other articles were banned from the school magazine. Parents were called in to
q;hawor of their sons. There were letters in the press about the falling standards at

10



JamedstoreCdideneline and order. Dr Meeks says that in retrospect, Middleton's arrival was “part of the
Sonward's @ftenpt to rescue the school by imposing a certain kind of discipline.” He says, however,
conipriihgwplicihdp the notion of imposing discipline was an attempt to return to the way things were,
studdhiehnyyith gyl the recent changes, was not now possible. [29]
beards were ] ) ] )
excégsﬁ%ﬁ?f Mh .Ieton was never really able to stamp his authority on the school and he resigned in
Mark??sgw ﬁ;cggraging to a Gleaner report, the school was heavily indebted, and faced difficulty in
si gnflnglIingdlga%ngd teachers. Mr Jimmy Carnegie, a member of staff at the time cannot recall the
sch?gll (?eeci!%ﬁ in debt. Significantly the chairman of the school board, Mayer Matalon, resigned at

and’soc s
t?we same tirme. [30]

To combat this,. , o . .

Midllﬂe]fgﬁrigﬁn?g'ca College changed 'from the khaki uniform to a blue shirt and trousers, with the
instrUED FoRshe Mvearing shirt jackets. Currently, the sixth formers wear a white shirt with the school
of tie anddalygdgousers. Since the turbulent 60s and early 70s, J.C. has developed peacefully. There

desigmee Pegn ngfajor incidents since that time.

the tone of the

schdB11985, thrgisghool celebrated its centenary at Hope.
among them was

the attempt to -

change the

unifoARd EgherkX

pantAMAdCAGRLLEGE — ITS EVOLUTION FROM AN ELITIST INSTITUTION

sockkO Ashi@ins BROAD-BASED ONE

particularly  the

senibit the latdijgeteen century, secondary education emerged out of a desire to provide the middle
opp6kags With gRjeducation superior to that being given to the lower classes. It was caused by the fact
movBatryestntiie decline in the sugar industry many whites could no longer afford to educate their

as Biilshesbipfiagland.

dress. In addition,
theylt dppReNsthEhis background that the Jamaica Schools Commission was established (Law 34 of

coloki4P). It was responsible for the administration of secondary education in the colony. Its mandate
discipAfnto Prgwitslg, ““education of a higher grade for those classes of the community who would value it
impHstdwasg ptaged within their reach, but whose means do not enable them to send their children to

adnTrvi<eRsit the purpose of receiving it.”[31]

Brian Meeks, a
studEhis NeunS¥stem, according to Ruby King a Jamaican educator, represented the interest and sought

196t Bf1l thegmbitions of the middle class. The new secondary education system evolved from a
sawnumber of tpgsts and endowments, established by philanthropists in the eighteenth and nineteenth
MidthBtgHes. In the past these had provided education for the poor. The Commission in 1901, in a
admitaiemgigntogthe Assembly put forward the following supporting arguments in favour of the new
a systemh(‘;}e{ﬁg/vould point out that the part of the community which chiefly requires facilities for
opeF‘Sl‘?BH.dary and higher education is worthy of special consideration.” The statement identified the
Mio(‘oqgggmnity ag one paying a large portion of taxes, as well as providing moral support to the

weRRHHATGHRH E2]

proven _track ) ) ) )
recdr@OkgankggJamaica College, then the Jamaica Free School, was the first task carried out by the

Bay HigRISwgyission. The first pupils were Drax scholars for whom knowledge of Latin was

11



essemiiabred ctlosir differences in the society.[34]

eliminating all but

the In 1841, aftho many potentially good scholars failed to complete their course because of financial
coukgasons, affary including Archdeacon Simms the headmaster, saw it as proof that these pupils were
privatd degeovimg of secondary education in the first place. Such was the arrogance displayed,
and reftenimegs gdneral desire to maintain the status quo. King aptly summed up the attitude when she
the said, “Vheicn®b value .attached to secondary education dies hard in any country where since its
custioregtion only a small percentage of people have benefitted from it. [35]

probably the

childaemaicf GbHage continued to be the model school after the turn of the century and the Great War.
socidhe uppgreetgsses remained dominant until the 1920s constituting 44% of the total entrants in 1926
The(séerd able), while the middle class was only responsible for 33%. The middle class which had
membassstaftlytwntributed a large minority since reorganizing had by 1936, consolidated its position
lowen thassebdudd and accounted for 40% of the new boys. There was a concomitant decrease in the
venypetdheadepe upper class students which only contributed 15% of the entrants in 1936.

if any, of

attending the

Jamgiea Socidligomposition of Entrants to Jamaica College 1896-1976*

School.

ing [says| entry

as| [bdsed | on

Ay, Membersnip

W
one’s | abiljty| o
p
0

a higher sociat

Clasa"l'r?erfigﬂ?e\rlsl gr%sexpressed as a percentage

eXst‘l‘”}ethese casets0 fathers were either deceased or refused to list their profession or calling

secq F¥tion was extracted from the Jamaica High School and Jamaica College registers and was based on an analysis of

scheQliag: profekdiBns - SEE APPENDIX.
boys, she further

add@®ly 1986 586 of total entrants were middle class and only 10% from the upper class. The fact was
sondhst prempmertclass was dwindling relative to the traditional and emerging middle class, and its 10%
midH1eL956 wag,astrue reflection of its size. In this year, two years before the
fam]ﬂggducwcﬂf the Common Entrance Examination, the working class contributic_)n was only 2%.
e'wor |n%class prior to the 1930s was not part of the picture; up to the 1950s its presence was

real Jy; mgalt sons
of Jewish and
colonfigtl decolonization progressing rapidly, local control over education policy strengthened. In 1957
mergHafional pian for the island's education was outlined. Among its provisions was the awarding of
pro g%)igngpe places annually through the Common Entrance Examination. Schools like Jamaica
whitedllege su nly were no longer off limits to certain sections of the

Bmmunity’ quality of opportunity was the new goal. By 1966 the social composition of entrants
Profgs3Qar. haBfREred significantly. By then students from the working class accounted for 16% of total
Millgitrants This gain was made at the expense of the upper and middle classes.
commented  that

althgugh taeyteiEpattern remaining the same, the working class had increased its share of entrants to
used 8amnddlespercentage of middle and upper class students had dwindled further. In that year 15%
the Ofhelie §gthers either ignored or refused to complete t he section on the school record sheet
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requestiundents dhdamaica College at the time speak of some initial class clashes and snobbery. Garth
“fath@hste, a student who entered J.C. with the first batch of Common Entrance students, said in his
profiésseothe senowr boys who were from the upper classes had a term for their school mates from the
calllogv@r cla¥bith “Jeeves boy”. The term came from a character in novels by English humorist P.G.
admi¥siodhobssedeeves was the butler.
on academic
meriyhyte reoalled that contact with the nearby depressed communities of Standpipe and Papine was
ecorfirowned status So too was fraternization with girls from certain non-elite schools. But according to
had Garth WWéogimén the heat of Manning Cup matches prejudice were usually forgotten.[36]
irrelevant.  The
praaDertain eventd and trends in the 1960s helped to break down social barriers in the Jamaican society.
recodhinmg thdsdswere the Civil Rights movement in the U.S.A; the influence of writers Franz Fanon
infognbtiwaltem@®dney, who regarded a fixed social order as an outmoded idea; the legitimization of
discRattafiedanidm in the 1960s by the pioneering study by University staff, and the visit of Ethiopian
the gipetsegisédle Selassie in 1966.
in 1978.

Garth Whyte feels that within J.C. itself, the placing of students from different backgrounds in the
Thesame dormieavies did a great deal to help erode the barriers.
education policy
soughdatimaessronnever said that in 1960, the challenge before J.C., “is to recreate under changing
an condidoiegtigie only type of aristocracy worth defending, aristocracy of the spirit.” [37] Today, the

systprindipbesioblamaica College, like all public high schools in Jamaica, are based on meritocracy.
class as had

existed under
colonialism. The

COIAPTER 7
Exaﬁ&ﬁgﬁ%ﬁp‘ COLLEGE: ITS CONTRIBUTION TO JAMAICAN SOCIETY

together with the

70:3Rfteradi@rgdnisation by the Jamaica Schools Commission, the college became the model for other

favaghodlptorfatyow. It provided encouragement for similar institutions existing at-the time: Its income
sche@ld expenBWelre were by far the largest. in the island; for example in 1891-2
preﬂﬁ?%ﬁ%aica High School’s income was £3,407 while Wolmer’s (boys and girls) income was only
schoglygs ference in expenditure is even more striking — Wolmer’s with a student population of
?hrg S f?‘jlﬂlso while the Jamaica High School with only 55 students spent £3,295. Additionally,
wor salarj er annum for teachers at the Jamaica High School was much higher, £1,505, while
taff of Wolmer’s received only £956. In 1892, the headmaster of the Jamaica High School
schdgreived £50Q annually, w_hile the headmaster at Walto_n in 1868 r_eceived only £150. The_ salary_ of
Jamg]gélvggwégheadmaster in 1892 was £296.[38] _Salarlfes at Jamaica Colleg(_a were excessively high
HowRwalfract thgjpest. Teachers and heads of Jamaican high schools at that time usually came from
minB¥iiiin. Facilities were comfortable; the Commission making sure that the right environment was
represeaiedihmapimize student potential.
high schools still
did THobcherflefid not disappoint the Commission or the island. It produced future lawyers, doctors,
theipnginedisr abtountants and teachers, who became leaders in many fields. J.C. students have
the gaGieBtedSmany of the. big scholarships. Indeed, of the first 38 Jamaica Scholarships which were
Wh%l@varded, J.C. won 14. One of these was won by Leslie Ashenheim. Also six of the Rhodes
cholars between 1904 and 1921 were from Jamaica College. These included the first Rhodes

S
The
of S?%%ﬁg}'l%g%?&ald Murray, who later became headmaster, and Norman Manley. [39]

impacted greatl )
on Qﬂagnygelitlé%wn Rhodes Scholars from J.C. are Dr E. V. Ellington and Anthony Abrahams. E. R.
and Egél@nésJampica High School student was the winner of both the Jamaica and Gilchrist West Indian
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Schidarstiépsof tha Bank of Jamaica, Henry Fowler in the dramatic arts, Robert Neish in the military,

188Ri@i@ksor Ddunglas Hall historian, and Ronald Lampart in medicine.

1990, J.C. won

both-*tNeBJdrasliimAshenheim, a solicitor, was not a Q.C.

Scholarship

(Pattidk inddaideinable to think about Jamaican industry without some former J.C. students; giants like

and ththdatRIBzéon Alexander, the six Matalons or the Gores, father and sons, all of whom have

Schatgabtpd greatly on our economy and society.

(Colin

McKamaziigp College students were just as determined and successful on the field as in the classroom.
Between the second decade of the century and the fourth, Jamaica College's performance in sports

Theandxgemesands outstanding in all fields. In this period, the college won Boys' Championships 11

readimes, Jwe@oalight Cup 9 times, the Manning Cup 13 times, the Oliver Shield 12 times, and the

ColRgeksns Shield (for Rifle Shooting) 14 times.

influence is wide.

TheM@nlleffmdas sports personalities have emerged from Jamaica College. Among the are West

produdéah crickeyer James Cameron, footballer Sam Brown, Alva Anderson, an all round sportsman

lawyens; forampngad of the Jamaica Racing Commission, Peter Morgan track and field and James

them\dams, e@iser of the Jamaican Red Stripe Cup team. [41]

Leslie Ashenheim

** gngd.@le ebyBeare also involved in the arts. The school has produced playwrights like Dennis Scott

grea{a#t LouidaWRlrriott; Rhodes Scholar and founder/member of the Little Theatre Movement, Henry

MindgwldA an®W. D. Carberry, poet.

history, the late

Norfige sMaBleMas successfully participated in the annual French Drama Festival and the schools'

:c\i/la'yrari}é)@ og{etition, usually teaming up with our sister school St. Andrew High.. It was out of

si?jz{ﬁés ﬁehat popular actor, Glenroy Campbell came. In music too, the school has made its

Ho Lﬁ{aese e fe ,fpopylar musicians Michael0 “Ibo” Cooper and Stephen “Cat” Coore foundin_g

Reo? %?W.%’é e Third World Band are both past students. The school currently has a chapel choir

arepW%' 0 a0 annual concert season and has toured The Cayman Islands. The 1987 JBC Schools
PSR competiti by the J.C. t d the school had b f

of fler ujz petition was won by the J.C. team, and the school had been runners up on four

exafifié ORAiCRER'ONS:

Manley,  Bruce

GO|Bﬁ{§9na|I|L}{JBprI|eS -

Small, Douglas

VazJ o demordtidte the achievements of Jamaica College five outstanding personalities from different

Dungemerationsikre selected from various spheres of influences. They are: Norman Manley, Gladstone

Antigime, Carlton Alexander, Dennis Scott and James Adams

Abrahams.  Old

boy SOPHRME e Rt. Hon. Norman Manley Q.C. National Hero, founder and first president of

2Mhe BeopfitNational P d Premier. N Manley has left an indelible mark

in ahy OPERE? ational Party, and Premier. Norman Manley has left an indelible mark on our

fielgational lifgyHe was foremost in the fight and struggle for independence; his abilities and

brodeitaefiiy,were pivotal in securing a better deal for the worker in the 1930s and 40s. He was also

Hugims@roslertalrin framing Jamaica's Constitution.

at the B.B.C. in

LondergambliédBollege he was an outstanding athlete, where he competed at Boys Championships,

WillgrehysingR-handedly winning the championships in 1912. In that same year he won six

RIRvaRts, RGATA after 79 years remains the greatest individual performance in the history of

H:,:kgraso %ior{gﬂﬁ&s. His 100 yards record of 10 seconds set in 1911, lasted for 41 years.
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LatdrorhdHamautdUniversity

distinguish

himself as an

athléxd simbsisiicthe Jamaica cricket board for 31 years, Mills was an outstanding cricketer at Jamaica

Unig@t'éﬁ%ﬁ' Wheie he captained the Sunlight team to victory in 1938. He also captained the Manning

winfiRytéam ig,4937. In his final year, Mills was awarded the Lady Musgrave Medal for outstanding

Rhcfilities and leadership. In 1944 he was awarded_ the Issa Scholarship_which took_ him to the

Sch gfﬁgﬂ Sch?ﬁl of Economics. The(e he also (_:aptalned the football and grlcket teams in 1945 and

1914 .%ﬁ{nlfésy performances he received the Wilson Potter Cup for sports in 1946.

Wascﬁﬁgg@%ﬁ - The Hon. Carlton Alexander O.J. was a student at Jamaica College between 1928

in o RFERISINIEr leaving school, he joined Grace Kennedy and Company as a stock clerk and rose

the to pect¥¥R chairman and chief executive officer. Alexander distinguished himself in private

O'V@i‘ﬁé?prise, earning the respect of his peers, by being elected President of the Jamaica Chamber of

Assoekiiletcedii 968 and the Private Sector Organization of Jamaica in 1976.

in his role as

Prenmergg1 he Bacame chairman of the Jamaica National Investment Promotion Limited. He also

bU'|§Hf‘8n a anﬁSer of boards, for example, the National Commercial Bank, the Coconut Industry

NatigpalS@siuiRe Caribbean Life Insurance Company. Alexander was also involved with the

Coraifig side of life; he was chairman of the Council for Voluntary Social Services. A proud old
R s very interested in the college's development and was Chairman of the Board from

AC 1%#&5 eath in 1989

The oﬂ -

Professor . . .

GladdifreR\miIs Dennis Scott, Poet, playwright, actor, dancer, teacher, director, He has made a

0.]vabigplegogiribution to Jamaican culture. A brilliant man he came first in the island in the

Pubfiatrance examination to high schools. He went to the UWI where he graduated with first class

AdrArnigwgsién English. Scott returned to his alma mater where he taught English between 1971 and

U.W.970as Figimal977 to 1983, he was Director of the Jamaica School of Drama. In 1983, Scott

distivefashed Vvisiting artist at the Eugene O'Neill Centre, U.SA, and a professor at Yale School of’

caréBraminin 1983, where he later became a co-director.

public service and

!n DedamiScdtie was one of' the first Jamaicans to write for the local theatre. His many plays

IS _iﬁbmdeBODUQj, Terminal, and An Echo in the Bone. Scott also has several poems to his credit;

assisfnb fIRIABthe collections, Uncle Time, for which he won the Commonwealth Poetry prize in

in the MinSIARalk and Strategies. His work was officially recognised when he received the

E;n Hi}’]éﬁﬁﬁ%fs Medal for Excellence and the Silver Musgrave Medal.[42]

PlaW%-;—aﬁ mes Adams. A member of the Jamaica Cricket team since 1985, James Adams

Eﬁ:ﬁas"q d fé‘tinguished cricket career. He has represented the island on several occasions in the
Wasre%p& ?cr'ﬁ;]get competitions. Having secured his place on the national side, Adams is looking
Jamg% ard to place in the West Indies team.

Government

Schéigrshyphas fagen playing since his early school days, in fact he played junior cricket in the first
postform gratueatat on to represent J.C. at the senior level while in second form. He was-a member
studadsthe victorious Sunlight Cup team in 1983, and was the first and only player to score a double
ecoemiary in the Sunlight Cup. He also represented the school in football and was Vice Captain
develpaipeithoblein 1985-6, his final year.

went on to

receiiffi USsiii-aPschool Jimmy toured Zimbabwe in 1986, with the West Indies B team; in addition
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he waswdnantbeducate boys into young men, capable of making valuable contributions to the
of sottiety. West

Indies Youth

CricKaet t8ablegeabas a rich history of which members of the J.C. fraternity and indeed members of
tourtd soErediantilarge can be proud. Its traditions are important for it is these traditions which to a
in grees®xteahdnfluence attitudes at school and later in life, provide a base on which to build
Audioytity to tha nation. J.C.'s history and traditions serve not only as a monument to a great
198HsHistmotubeit to a great nation, encouraging and inspiring present students to achieve even
appgaeatepheighds.

cover of the 1990

Red_8okiipg aCupmaica College today, two things stand out; its ability to excel academically and in
crickports,aandathe large number of leaders it has produced. This certainly augurs well for the

an schoohipgntestige; it is a heritage that is continuing.

recognition  of

his achievements

and potential.

([43APPENDIX
For purposes relevant to this paper, this researcher created the following class categories and
their composition.

CONQpdo8Idd - Bankers, Merchants, Penkeepers and Planters.

Flometitidle Class — Chemists, Clerks, Health Inspectors, Insurance Agents, Policemen, Salesmen,
Collegl8mall Fetmers.

Fervet Opus in

Canppiser Mid@% Class - Architects, Civil Servants, members of the Clergy, Dentists, Doctors,
collggjineers, JdBrnalists, Lawyers, Managers, Small Businessmen, Soldiers

flougisNifigye\asd
work is burning

Lowkt NfigdIéieIdss IS
Cheftitksretevact aRdith Inspectors, Insurance Agents, Policemen,

SaleSRFERIMMd Sni@I%armers
true for today.

worampiemsCollege

ButdRelSSEHBAETD2Mmen, Drivers, Electricians, Joiners, Labourer,

Mas¥ r \ Jﬁﬂ ?’I]umbers, Porters, Tailors, Waiters, and Watchmen.
indelible  mark N

The%%o;[/hgcl‘]ag}ﬁ'ccgaté]onwas arrived at using the following criteria;

Plan ga ?'gkeepé) erchants; and Bankers, In th~, late nineteenth

uden X . .
century were part Ql ﬁwt class which controlled the commanding heights

of (NEFRANAS do so

The&%mgbm f;[)?)?ny purposes constituted professional citizens who
had g gorpfgitaple Jitestyle but lack sufficient capital to enter the
firstrgigmg The lower middle category consisted of highly skilled who
adop iyle angmannerisms oft he middle class. While the working
clas jmainly sgggtskilled and unskilled labourers, essentially manual

wor !
continues to
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ssification is not infallible. Social mobility and

economic conditions both contribute to an ever changing social order A
Doctor in 1896, for example, would not necessarily be in the same social
group in 1976. There are also differences within a profession; a young
lawyer would not be in the same category as a senior partner in a large ,"
law firm. These changes were taken into consideration when the above
categories were created .

Thisclassification wasirifluenced, by Errol Miller'; occupational coding
scheme. -

ENDNOTES
1 The will of Charles Drax 7 July 1721 in J. C. Magazine 1984-85 P. 3 9
2 Journal of the House of Assembly Vol. 9 1791-97 P.13
3 Boyd Alexander, England's Wealthiest Son: A Study of William Beckford
London, Centaur Press 1962 P.29

4 Proceedings of the Court of the Chancery #156, 1799 P.208
5 Ibid P.238

6 Journal of the House ... Vol. 10 1797 PA8

7 An Act to enable the justices and vestry of the parish-of St. Ann, to

lay and assess a tax-on the-inhabitants of the said parish, for the
recovery of a certain charitable donation 23 December 1797. The Laws of
Jamaica A.D. 1797 Vol. 3 P.218-221. 8 An Act to release and discharge
William Beckford, ofFonthill, esquire, from all claims which the
justices and vestry of the parish of Saint Ann, or other persons
whomsoever, have, or can maintain, against him, under the will of Charles
Drax, deceased; and for establishing a free school in the said parish,
pursuant to the said will 18 December 1802. The Laws of Jamaica A.D.
1802 Vol. 4 P.249

9 Ibid P.243

10 Frank Cundall A Contribution to the History of the Drax Foundation
[in] Jamaica College Magazine Easter 1916 P. 17

11 Jamaica Handbook 1881 P.389

12 The Jamaica Schools Commission Report [in] The Jamaica Departmental
Report 31 March 1883 P.

13 Jamaica Handbook 1889-90 P.

14 Jamaica Handbook 1884-5 P.

15 Ibid P.

16 Blue Book 1899-1900. P.

17 Education-Report [inj-Blue.Book 1891-2P: -

18 Statement by the Jamaica Schools Commission Relating to the] amaica
High School and University College Aprill7 1901 P. 7

19 1S.C. Rep. 31 March 1902 P.161

20 1S.C. Rep. 31 March 1897 P.108

21 Jamaica College Magazine April 1904 VVol.l #1

22 J.C. Mag. December 1911

23 From interview with Miss Vita Dennis

17



24 IC. Through The Years Interview with Dennis Hall [in] J.c. Mag
1983-4 P.51

25 Ibid

26 Interview with William Isaacs

27 Interview with Garth Whyte.

", 28 The Daily Gleaner July 29 1967

80

29 Interview with Dr. Brian Meeks.

30 Interview with Jimmy Carnegie. and Gleaner March 28 1970

31 Ruby King Education in the Caribbean: Historical Perspectives [in]
Caribbean Journal of Education Vol. 14 # 1&2 P.91

32 |S.C. Statement 1901 P.13- -

33'lI(ing P.9<T .

34 Errol Miller'- Jamaican Society andHigh Schooling I.SER UWI Mona 1990

P.63
35 King P.89
36 Interview - G. Whyte

37 Gleaner December 8 1960
38 Blue Bks 1868 and 1892

39 Jamaica Handbook 1921
40 Jamaica High School Calendar Midsummer 1884
41 Jimmy Carnegie, Sports at IC. Over the Years [in] IC. Mag 1979-

p.17
42 Information obtained from Harcldye Walcott 13 .April 1991
43 Interview with James Adams [in]J.C. Mag .1~87-8, PAI and Red Stripe
Cup ,Cricket Ann4al198S:199D. - . -.
BmIJOGRAPHY ..

Alexander, Boyd - England's Wealthiest Son: A Study of William
Beckford

London Centaur Press 1962

King, Ruby - Education in the Caribbean: Historical Perspectives
In Caribbean Journal of Education VoL 14 #1 & 2

1987

Miller, Errol Jamaican Society and High Schooling ISER UWI Mona 1990.

Blue Book of the Island of Jamaica 1868 - 1907
The Daily Gleaner December 12 1924
e " January 10 1928
"t July 10 1956
"t July 09 1957
" " December 08 1960
" " December 1.4 .1960
et Apri]. - 11, 1.-62 ~
"o " QOctober 15 1962
"t " March 15 1964
April 21 1964
July 16 1964

18



"" " December 16 1964
" July 29 1967
""" March 281970
""" December 18 1970
The Daily Gleaner November 12 1984
Jamaica Almanac 1810 - 1832
Jamaica College Magazine April 1904 - 1988
Jamaica College Register
Jamaica Departmental Reports 1881 - 1919
Jamaica Handbook 1885 - 1965
Jamaica High School Calendar Midsummer 1883 - 1886
Jamaica High School Register
Journal of the House of Assembly Vol. 9 1791 - 1797

Vol. 10 1797 - 1802
aws of Jamaica - Vol. 3 1797
- Vol. 4 1802
Proceeding of the Court of the Chancery tt 156 1799
Red Stripe Cup Cricket Annual 1988-1991
Statement: Jamaica Schools Commission :\p! il i71(J01

Interviews
Carnegie, Jimmy March 1 1991
Dennis Vita January 28 1991
Isaacs, William March 6 1991
Meeks, Dr. Brian April 2 1991
Mills, Prof. Gladstone March 29 1991 ~.
Walcott, Harcldye re (- Dennis Scoft April 13 1 ¢)J|
Whyte, Garth -March 6 1991

J.A. M., Alca CPJ,":WEGE;. THE O:NLY SCHOOL_
TO PROPYCE A —ATI1O:NAL HERO

Michael Manley is dead. Jamaica mourns. Jamaica college
mourns'. We went' through a similar period of mourning 28 years ago
when his father died also. His father, Norman washington Manley
was made a National Hero in 1969. He was undoubtedly one of the
brightest men Jamaica had ever seen. It was from Jamaica College
that he was awarded the Rhodes scholarship. The man on the twenty
dollar bill was actually a Rhodes scholar also. Noel Newton
Nethersole also attended Jamaica College.So, two of the men on
Jamaica's paper money went to Jamaica College.

We could go on and on about the great people that attended
Jamaica College. As a matter of fact, there has never been a time
in the last 200 years or so that there have not been influential
poeople in Jamaica who have not attended Jamaica College. Another
school in the area believes it is the academic Champion of
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Liguanea. The truth is that the school in question has done very
very well. But had they done their research they would, realise
that although they have done very well, Jamaica College has
certainly done better.

So, what is it, about the' s~hOOI that has allowed so. many
great .: peopte, lawyers, - doctors, poli"l:tc;:1l.ans ~ pilots,
engineers,
scient,ists, judges, you name it- tollave been able to have
reached excellence as a result of attenmding J.C.? One woud first
have to know the history of the school, which is more than 200
years odd, has changed its location four times, and has changed
its name as many times.

It was more than 70 years after the death of Charles Drax
that his will was probated. He had left provisions for a school
for 12 students, eight poor boys and four poor girls. The boys
were to learn reading, writing and arithmentic and the girls were
to learn sewing and other housewifely things. How's that for
these days of women's 1ib? By time the will was probated, the
administrator general decided to have a school for boys, and in
1795, a school was opened in the vestry of the St. Ann's Bay
Courthouse. It was called the Drax Free School.

Yes, Drax Free School. This meant that the school, would be
for free people as Jamaica was still in the last 43 years of
slavery. In 1806, the Walton Pen property in St. Ann was
purchased, and with the new Looat.Lon came a new name: The
Jamaica Free School. In- 18/9, -the re was a' legal provision made
for
the school -to- come diJ:"ec..tly under the cont ro.l of the
Jama.lca-

School .commissj,on . .,.So the--name, was chartged to "Jamaica High
School™.'

In 1883, the school moved from St. Ann to the Barbican
Great House. This was until 1885, when it moved to its present
location. In 1890, a college known as the University College was
opoened in connection with the school. In 1902, the name of the

~ was changed to Jamaica College. At all times, it

was the
~1i1;~0PhY of the school to train boys with a
classical
education, while at the same time giving them the
physical
training needed in sports. The school had boarding
facilities
until 1967.
The extra curricular activities include:
Art Competition, Cricket., Hoc!<.ey.,  Sw itnrmng ,
Athletics, Choir,
I. S. C. F., . Table tennis, Badrrti.nt.on, Debating,
Junior achievement
progrannne, . 'Irawn--tertnis-,-- Table tennis,'

Basket.ball, cadet s ; chess,
DebatShg club, ‘Ma, .r-:tial arts , Drama, School's
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challenge quiz,

Essay competition, Environment club, UESCO,
Science, Football,

Spanish, Water Polo. By the way, Jamaica College
also has a very

active Student council.

Everyone knows Jamaica College boys by the

blue uniform.
This has been the uniform since 1972. It is most
unfortunate that
some other schools, which have since decided to
have a uniform
other than khaki, have chosen blue. Many times,
J.C. boys are
confused with the boys of the some of the other
schools. We would
like to inform them that there are many colours
beside blue that
can be used as a uniform.

In 1990 the school was awarded the Rhodes
scholoarship and
a Jamaica scholarship. Shortly after,we started
computing at
J .C., the school won the competition,' over and
above t hoae schoos
that had computer labs years before we did. The
school challenge
trophy gained us as much prestige as the 1lst place
in the Science
Club compettition.

. The'. vi-ctGrious SlinlightCup' -crrcket
team, tw-ice- th-e
holders of the. M~rtimer Gedde$§ trophy'with the
OlYmpian, Rudolph
Mighty', the Badminton team winning countless
times, our
recognised football squad are but a few of a our
recent

achievements. the Chapel Choir, (which incidentally

is now a
house-hold word in Jamaic)ai it boasts acceoptance
in the Royal

School of Church Music, the second choir in Jamaica

and the third
in the West Indiers to gain such distinction.

The physical facilities of the school
includes a new
library, a laboratory, and an entire block to
house our first
fbrrners which allows us to avoid a second
shift. We now offer
Auto mechanics, Wood work, Commercial subjects
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and computer
science.

Research on earlier J.C. history: Michael
Burke Irie FM
news analyst (3. C. 0ld Boy)

Research on later period, including facts o~
pressnt extra
cuirricular activities and the present physical
faGilities: Shawn
Meggoe and Kurt Wright (Both fifth form Jmaica
College Students)
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