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Headmaster’s Address

AND now to my theme for this evening. Understandably my

thoughts are directed at the young people who will be
leaving school tonight, about to embark upon the sea of life and wonder-
ing perhaps how best to chart their course in the turbulent waters of
modern living.

I know of course that some of you have not yet fully made up
your minds about what you propose to do professionally. That of
course is by no means a disaster, provided that you will not be content
to continue living without the conscious exercise of your will power
and choice. The first thing which seems to me important is to discover
a purpose; to ask yourself what needs doing and is not being done; to
{ind, as it were, a vacuum into which you can expand having thought-
fully assessed your own capacity for doing things, which will bring —
within human limitations — the completest satisfaction to yourself and
others. Today the careers beckoning to young men of education and
will power, courage and tenacity have increased enormously and there
1s certainly no lack of opportunity for the young person with a vision
and fixity of purpose to respond to the challenges. What your choice
may be, is of secondary importance; what matters is that your aptitudes
and talents should be stretched to their fullest and, above all, you
should spare yourselves the frustration which comes either from wasted
opportunity or from not being prepared to take the opportunity for
service to country when it comes. So often time and talent are wasted
by young people leaving school because they yield to the blandish-
ments of a cosy, comfortable image of themselves and their society. I
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tnention the blandishment of a car-by-the-month instalment plan, mem-
bership in a poker club and the temptation of earning enough to become
deadly dull in an unproductive and parasitic way. Sports and the comics
will never satisfy you in depth while reading and thinking and study-
ing will enrich your lives abundantly. Yes; reading and thinking and
studying are in fact activities that properly belong to the adult world,
although little more than lip service is paid to this dimension of adult
experience. In a society where nearly every advertisement is not too
subtly designed to demonstrate that work and effort — mental or
physical — are repugnate, if not positively degrading, youth is made
to believe that labour is man’s punishment for the wickedness commit-
ted in his first garden. '

You are all expecting to enjoy new freedoms, but you will discover
that these are illusory, unless you act knowingly about what you are
doing. It will be your duty, therefore, to continue studying and thinking;
vour duty to take an interest in the various aspects of the baffling
problems facing the world, to do your own thinking about these issues
and. in particular, those confronting your own country and it will. be
your obligation to take positive steps to promote the solution of these
problems through the democratic process. It is for this reason that
continuing to learn, to read and to think will be important, since every
kind of knowledge which you acquire will bring new understanding to
the human dilemma and will help towards a richer understanding of
life. Many people will boast and proclaim that they ceased to learn on
leaving school, others that their activities were directed tow ards the
acquisition of goods, but I exhort you tonight to discard and reject
those attitudes. In fact, such people ought not to be allowed to wonder
around loose in these challenging and difficult times. It may have been
true once upon a time, but it is clearly not true today, that you can
make your way through life subbisting on what you stored in your
m'nds during your school days, especially since some as in times past
may have stored precious little. Education has always been and will
always be a continuing process aimed not merely at securing an increase
m salary but at improving your ability to make independent judgments
on important issues; to develop your intellectual powers and your
sesthetic sensibilities in a disciplined and creative way. and to keep
alive to the grave, the fires of curiosity. Remember that the transaction
of living is a complex one calling for men of action to participate
actively. The world is not finished and Jamaica will be needing young
men who are not merely spectators in the setting around them, but
active and courageous doers fully engaged in a job for Tamaica; men
of character and self reliance, unafraid and with a zest for life; men
with courage and tenacity never fearing to do what they think right
because others will disapprove or laugh. Above all for a better Jamaica.
be tolerart, be earnest and be brave, believing in what you do and
persevering always in spite of hindrances or discouragement, standing
firmlv for principles. Whatever may be your vocation in the vears
anead, seek always that fulfilment which comes to those who pursue
&n aim with diligence and zest, to those who willingly -accept respon-
sibility and demonstrate their capacity for hard work.






