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SCHOOL PRAYER

Bless O Lord this College, Create
among us the spirit of comradeship
and loyalty to one another.
When we are called to obey,

let us obey with willingness.
When we are called to rule, make
us rule with Justice.

Drive away from us all ignorance
and hardness of heart

All that is dishonourable and
unclean.

Build us up in mind and spirit,
till we come to the

stature of the perfect man Jesus
Christ our Lord.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT FOR SCHOOL MAGAZINE

Mrs. Bell, Vice rincipal i

The report is special. It is the
final one I shall give as Principal of
Jamaica College. I have been associ-
ated with the school for nearly thirty
years, and in spite of the fact I have
been anticipating retirement for
some time, there is a certain sadness
associated with parting.

The school is, in fact, in final
phase of the changing of the Old
Guards. Mr. Hazle retired last year,
Mrs. Holmes and Mrs. Heron retired
last - year. Mrs. ‘Holmes has been
associated with First and Second
formers for more than twenty-five
years and she is remembered by all.
Mis. Heron has been the Year Super-
visor of the Sixth Forms for about
a decade and a half and has been
responsible for the school magazine
throughout the period. These two
ladies have given yeoman service to
the magazine for all these years,
and although they continue to
assist the school, their successors
will have very large shoes to fill.
Personally, I wish to thank them
sincerely for their hard work in this
area. Mrs. Bell will, I am sure, con-
tinue her hard work for the school.

Academically, the year was
disaapointing. Very few students
recognize that success in the
examinations depends on hard and
consistent study, and more im-
portantly, proper preparation in
writing answers. The advanced levels
were fair, but the CXC and Ordinary
Levels were unsatisfactory. Students

had better learn that there are large
numbers of boys on the outside
knocking at the door ceaselessly.
They must be given a chance in the
place of those who are not prepared
to work.

Mr. Ruel Taylor, Prihcxp

In sports the school continued
to do well. The Track and Field
Championship was the most exciting
competition. W’Ith two events to go
any of three schools could win and
it was unfortunate for this school
that there was an accident in the
penultimate event. There was
success in basketball and all teams
participated in the sporting spirit.

The clubs and societies were
active and as usual, the Chapel Choir
continued to perform at the highest
level.

The teaching staff on the whole
worked hard, but I would like to
note particularly the efforts of Mr.
Akpeti, and the Senior Teachers. As
the new Vice Principal, Mr. Akpeti
did more than was demanded of him.

The Administrative Staff was
co-operative and I wish to express
my special thanks to the Principal’s
Secretary, Mrs. Coombs, and the
Bursar, Mr. Gardner, for their
support over the years.

The Ancillary “Staff demon-

strated a special affection and I
shall always remember them.

The Board of Management has
always given good guidance and full
support to the school. I know that
the Chairman, Mr. James Moss-
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Mr. Akpeti, Vice Pncipazlm

Solomon, will continue to lead on
the field and produce plans for
future growth and development.

I cannot close without mention-
ing my sadness at the passing of Col.
Bob Allen. He and myself joined the
staff of Jamaica College at the same
time. He was always devoted to the
school. May his soul rest in peace.

Before I close I wish to make a
plea to all students that they make
academic excellence the main goal
for the future. This can only be
achieved by hard work, full
co-operation with their teachers
and complete support for the plans
and policies of their new Principal.
My unreserved thanks for thirty
years of happy memories.

Fervet Opus in Campis




SCHOOL CAPTAIN’S REPORT

School Captain
Jermaine Simms L

It is with mixed emotion that I write this report
for our school magazine. Firstly, I am saddened by
the fact that I am now leaving J.C. after seven years
of academic endeavour. At the same time Ifeel a sense
of pride and joy that now I will be able to exhibit and
use many of the skills with which I have been equipped
here at J.C. To a large degree I would claim that my
administration as School Captain was successful for
many reasons.

Coming to this new office was a worthy challenge
that I felt ready to undertake. I was blessed with a
dynamic team of prefects and sixth formers who were
more than willing to perform, sometimes way beyond
the call of duty. In addition to this we all had a deep
sense of respect and appreciation for the abilities of
each other. Even beyond this our success as a team
may be attributed to the fact that we were friends
and brothers. Thus I owe them a wealth of gratitude.

I found many members of staff to be quite
receptive and encouraging, outweighing by far
unpleasant experiences I have had with others. My
own teachers in the Sixth Form were more than
supportive, and although I am not always in the habit
of calling names I must mention the contribution of
Mrs. Heron, Miss Josephs and Miss Lindo who advised
me throughout the year. Teacher support and partiei-
pation are very important to the performance of the
Prefect Body and ultimately determine its outcome.
It is in light of this fact that I encourage all teachers
to offer a greater level of co-operation with our
prefects which could only result in greater achieve-
ment for the school community.

As I leave I am seriously concerned about the
performance of the remaining prefects and sixth
formers. Many have adopted an apathetic or rather
Yoal naw . e ” attitude towards their duties. They
think that concentration on academic interests is the
ultimate and fail to offer a subtantial contribution to
the school. Such behaviour is not a part of the tradi-

tion of this college.

The prefects operate chiefly through the Patrol
System, the House System, the Form Prefect System,
the Merit/Demerit System as well as the Prefects’
Court - - all of these aimed at maintaining discipline
and improving relationship with students and staff and
are monitored by the members of the Prefects’

Executive Council. If the upcoming group is prepared

to work to the best of its ability realising that sixth
form is not for advanced studies alone, but offers
much in terms of character building and extra curricu-
lar development, so important in human resource
training, then they will meet with the success we have
enjoyed.

Even if we fail to produce Jamaica Scholars or
even if one fails to make the grade, in terms of per-
sonality, my group has achieved a lot. To self-seeking
students who suck every benefit from the school
without sowing any seeds of success in return I say
“shape up or ship out”, because you will only destroy
the image of our school.

I must say my tenure as School Captain was fun
and I have many things to remember. I was able to find
a little brother through the Form Prefect Systems, as
well as life time friends and brothers in the Prefect
Body. I have found quite a few aunts and second
mothers on staff and all have been very supportive to
me. I developed a lasting respect for and under-

standing of our Headmaster and fondly think of him .

as an uncle. In fact it is because I have had this close
fellowship with all that I was invested with the

necessary confidence to achieve what I have set out

to do. I must offer my sincere thanks to all who have
been family to me and have supported me through

the trying period of my Mother’s illness and tragic

death. You all have heen more than a source of
inspiration that has kept me going. '

My message to the school in closing is that our
greatest strength lies in discipline, unity and commit-
ment to one’s goals. It is only through consistent
work that we will ever be able to eradicate ignorance,
violence and lawlessness from school and community.
The present students must continue on the road to
glory in our own generation if positive, determined
and with a renewed sense of vigour we will be able to
reshape and create a tomorrow in whatever form we
want it as we accomplish the ‘work that is burning in
the field’.

Fervet Opus In Campis

Jermaine R. Simms







